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Who
were
these LG

Patriots
of 1776?

By Cathy DeDe
Chronicle Managing Editor

The skeletal remains of 44
individuals, dubbed “Patriots,”
who were discovered in a 2019

construction °
site in Lake N.Ys scien-
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their final o ge e
] ‘ . resting place individuals
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Battlefield reinterred
Park. (See
separate article on page 6.

But who were these people be-
lieved to have died of smallpox

Schedule of 29 parades & observances, see pages 10-11. | i 77>

New York State bio-archaeol-
ogist Lisa Anderson has led the
effort to answer the question,
starting at the excavation site.

Some graves were still partly
intact when the bones were
discovered. But most of the
remains were in “an enormous
mound of soil, about the size of
a house,” still on site.

“It was a big pile of dirt, and
you could see some bone in it,”
Ms. Anderson tells The Chron-
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