
46th Adk. 
Balloon 
Festival
By Cathy DeDe
Chronicle Managing Editor

 “The community buzz, the 
kids, the family excitement” — 
that’s what Adirondack Balloon 
Festival volunteer president and 
long-time balloon-
ist Mark Donahue 
says he most loves 
about the festival.
 The 46th annual 
festival takes place 
this weekend with 
launches at Cran-
dall Park in Glens 
Falls and Warren 
County’s Floyd 
Bennett Memorial 
Airport in Queensbury.
 Erin Reid Coker, festival board 
member and Mr. Donahue’s right-
hand man, says he most appreci-
ates “being part of an event that 
means so much to the commu-
nity. I didn’t realize how much, 
even, until my daughter, who is 
eight — seeing how she sees it. 
Last year after the Moonglow, she 
said that was the greatest night 
of her life.”
 This year 96 balloons are regis-
tered for the festival’s five sched-
uled launches. That final number 
tends “a little to ebb and flow,” 
Mr. Donahue says.
 “Last year was amazing,” he 
says. “We had perfect weather. We 
had balloons at every launch. 
 “The Moonglow on Saturday 
night had 38 balloons, the big-
gest one on the east coast ever, I
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